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•(2), 



where 



X=x 3 +y* —z*—3xyz 
Y^^y+xz* -y s z)=0. 
Z^Zizxf+yz*—®**) 



Then substituting in (2) and expanding 

X»+Z*=(x*+y s -z»+3xyz) s 

which is impossible, since the sum of two integral cubes cannot be an integral 
cube. (For a proof, see Buler's Algebra.) Hence the impossibility of (1) is 
established. 

Also solved by the late JOSIAH H. DBUMMONV. 



AVERAGE AND PROBABILITY. 



122. Proposed by F. M. PRIEST, St. Louis, Mo. 

Suppose each of the nine digits to be placed in a wheel, and five of them drawn at 
random therefrom, and written down in the order drawn. What is the probability the 
number thus expressed will be greater than 50,000? 

Solution by G. B. M. ZEEE. A.M.. Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry and Physics, The Temple College, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., and J. F. LAWRENCE, A. B.. Breckenridge, Mo. 

If 5, 6, 7, 8, or 9 be drawn first, the number will be greater than 50,000. 



The chance of drawing 5 is | ; of drawing 6 



i- • of drawing 7, ^ ; 



) ¥> 



of draw- 
ing 8, i; of drawing 9, ^. The chance of drawing 5, 6, 7, 8, or 9 is, therefore, 
$. Therefore the chance that the number is greater than 50,000 is J. 

123. Proposed by L. C. WALKER. A. M., Graduate Student. Leland Stanford Jr. University, Cal. 

Three points are taken at random within a square. What is the probability that the 
angle formed by joining them is acute? 



Solution by G. B. M. ZEEE, A. M., Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry and 
Physios in The Temple College, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Let ABGD be the square ; P, Q, B the three 
random points. Through P, Q draw OH, and through 
Q draw KL perpendicular to OH. When P is be- 
tween O and Q the angle PQB will be obtuse if B 
lies on the opposite side of LK from P. Draw AF 
perpendicular to KL ; AES perpendicular to OH; 8T 
parallel to OH; MN and TU parallel to KL; DM 
parallel to OH. 

Let AB=a, PQ=x, AF=y, AE=z, /_KAF^6. 




Then AK=--ysea6, BK= 



